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Immigrant children, many separated from their parents, are being housed in tents in Tornillo, Tex., near the Mexican border. 


Applications for Disability Drop, 
Adding 4 Years to Program’s Life 


By NELSON D. SCHWARTZ 


'Zero-Tolerance’ Policy Floods 
Federal Courts With Migrants 


By MIRIAM JORDAN 


GLOBAL MARKETS 
SLUMP ON FEARS 
OF A TRADE WAR 


TARIFF THREATS MOUNT 


U.S. Makes a Risky Bet 
That Beijing Will Be 
the First to Blink 


By ANA SWANSON 

WASHINGTON — President 
Trump’s threat to impose tariffs 
on almost every Chinese product 
that comes into the United States 
intensified the possibility of a 
damaging trade war, sending 
stock markets tumbling on Tues¬ 
day and drawing a rebuke from re¬ 
tailers, tech companies and manu¬ 
facturers. 

The Trump administration re¬ 
mained unmoved by those con¬ 
cerns, with a top trade adviser, Pe¬ 
ter Navarro, insisting that China 
has more to lose from a trade fight 
than the United States. He also de¬ 
clared that Mr. Trump would not 
allow Beijing to simply buy its 
way out of an economic dispute by 
promising to import more Ameri¬ 
can goods. 

“President Trump has given 
China every chance to change its 
aggressive behavior,” Mr. 
Navarro said in a call with report¬ 
ers on Tuesday. “China does have 
much more to lose than we do.” 

In threatening tariffs on as 
much as $450 billion worth of Chi¬ 
nese goods, the administration is 
betting that Beijing will blink first. 
It’s a risky gamble by a White 
House that appears ready to forgo 
diplomatic negotiations in favor of 
punishing tariffs that could pinch 
consumers and companies on 
both sides of the Pacific. 

The approach fulfills a frequent 
campaign promise by Mr. Trump. 
But it has spooked companies, in¬ 
vestors and markets, which are 
increasingly worried that the 
United States has no other strat¬ 
egy to resolve a stalemate with 
China over its trade practices. 
Several rounds of trade talks with 
top Chinese officials in Washing¬ 
ton and Beijing produced little 
agreement, and no additional offi¬ 
cial negotiations are scheduled, 
administration officials said. 

On Tuesday, Mr. Trump sug¬ 
gested he was ready for a fight, 
saying China would no longer take 
Continued on Page A8 


The number of Americans seek¬ 
ing Social Security disability 
benefits is plunging, a startling re¬ 
versal of a decades-old trend that 
threatened the program’s sol¬ 
vency. It is the latest evidence of a 
stronger economy pulling people 
back into the job market or pre¬ 
venting workers from being side¬ 
lined in the first place. 

The drop is so significant that 
the agency has revised its esti¬ 
mates of how long the program 
will continue to be financially se¬ 
cure. This month, the government 
announced that the program 
would not run out of money until 
2032, four years later than its pre¬ 
vious estimate, last year. Two 
years ago, the government had 
warned that the funds might be 
depleted by 2023. 

In addition to stronger eco¬ 
nomic growth, the drop reflects 
newly tightened standards for eli¬ 


gibility and the increasing num¬ 
ber of baby boomers who are leav¬ 
ing the program because they 
have become eligible for Social Se¬ 
curity retirement benefits and 
Medicare. 

Fewer than 1.5 million Ameri¬ 
cans applied to the Social Security 
Administration for disability cov¬ 
erage last year, the lowest since 
2002. Applications are running at 
an even lower rate this year, gov¬ 
ernment officials say. 

All told, 8.63 million workers re¬ 
ceived disability benefits in May, 
down from a peak of 8.96 million in 
September 2014. A drop of several 
hundred thousand may not sound 
like much. But it is a sharp turn¬ 
around from what seemed to be an 
inexorable rise, in which the dis¬ 
ability rolls more than doubled 
over the past 25 years. That in¬ 
crease led some conservative law- 
Contmued on Page A13 


TUCSON, Ariz. - They filed 
into the room seven by seven for a 
dose of rapid-fire justice: In less 
than a minute and in quick succes¬ 
sion, each migrant pleaded guilty 
to illegally entering the United 
States, and was sentenced. 

They were overwhelmingly 
Central American and Mexican 
men, many of them still in the 
dusty, sweaty garb they had been 
wearing when they were caught 
by Border Patrol agents. They 
looked dazed, tired and resigned 
to their fate, many having just 
completed a harsh trek across the 
sweltering Mexican desert. Some 
of their heads drooped as they lis¬ 
tened to the judge. 

“Good afternoon, my name is 
Bernardo Velasco, the judge as¬ 
signed to conduct this proceeding. 
You are being represented by a 
lawyer at no cost to you because 
you are charged with the criminal 


offense of illegal entry,” the judge 
told the defendants. 

Then he turned to the lawyers: 
“Counsels, have your clients 
made a decision to waive their 
right to a trial and enter guilty 
pleas?” The lawyers responded in 
unison, “Yes, your honor.” 

The courts near the heavily 
traveled border in southern Ari¬ 
zona have always trafficked in the 
immigration, smuggling and nar¬ 
cotics cases that are part and par¬ 
cel of frontier justice. But Presi- 

Continued on Page A16 


SHIELD The homeland security 
chief went from the president’s 
target to his protector, page A15 

DISSENT Criticism of Fox News 
coverage is coming from inside 
the Murdoch empire. PAGE Bl 


CRISIS AT BORDER 
HAS REPUBLICANS 
AT ODDS ON FIXES 


FUROR ON SPLIT FAMILIES 


Rival Plans in Senate and 
House — Fiery Trump 
Wont Act Alone 


This article is by Michael D. 
Shear, Sheryl Gay Stolberg and 
Thomas Kaplan. 

WASHINGTON - Congres¬ 
sional Republicans moved on 
Tuesday to defuse an escalating 
political crisis over immigration, 
but failed to agree on how to end 
President Trump’s policy of sepa¬ 
rating immigrant children from 
parents who cross illegally into 
the United States. 

The Senate had one plan, and 
the House another. Mr. Trump re¬ 
mained defiant, refusing to act on 
his own. 

In a fiery address to a group of 
small-business executives, Mr. 
Trump falsely blamed Democrats 
for the separation crisis and de¬ 
manded a broad overhaul of the 
United States’ immigration laws, 
a process that would take months. 
At the same time, he belittled one 
of the central ideas behind the ef¬ 
fort by Senate Republicans to im¬ 
mediately stop separating fam¬ 
ilies on the Mexican border. 

Senator Mitch McConnell of 
Kentucky, the majority leader, 
said that “all of the members of the 
Republican conference support a 
plan that keeps families together,” 
endorsing quick passage of a nar¬ 
row bill to provide legal authority 
to detain parents and children to¬ 
gether while the courts consider 
their status. 

In the House, Republicans 
vowed to press ahead with votes 
this week on a pair of more sweep¬ 
ing immigration bills — one 
drafted by conservatives and the 
other a compromise measure be¬ 
tween conservatives and moder¬ 
ates — that address the family 
separation issue to different de¬ 
grees, while also strengthening 
border security and making other 
changes to the country’s immigra¬ 
tion system. 

In an hourlong meeting on Capi¬ 
tol Hill with House Republicans, 
Mr. Trump declined to explicitly 
back either one, saying he would 
Continued on Page A14 


Nixons Political Run Takes Her 
On Rocky Path for Female Stars 


By SHANE GOLDMACHER 


Arnold Schwarzenegger. A1 
Franken. Ronald Reagan. Sonny 
Bono. Fred Thompson. Jesse Ven¬ 
tura. Donald J. Trump. 

All were celebrities of a sort. All 
won high office. All were men. 

As Cynthia Nixon, the actress 
made famous from her turn on 
“Sex and the City,” runs for gover¬ 
nor of New York, she is not just 
bidding to become the first wom¬ 
an and first openly gay governor 
in the state’s history. She would be 
one of the first female celebrities 
elected to a prominent political of¬ 
fice anywhere in the United 
States. 

Every celebrity seeking office, 
especially those with show-busi¬ 
ness backgrounds, has confronted 
the question of qualifications. But 
will a famous woman be treated 
differently from all the famous 
men who have come before her? 

The crosscurrents of Ms. 
Nixon’s challenge to Gov. Andrew 
M. Cuomo — celebrity and dy¬ 
nasty (Mr. Cuomo’s father also 
served as governor); incumbency 
and insurgency; gender and 
ideology — have made their Dem¬ 
ocratic primary among the most 
closely watched in the nation. 

Women have captured numer- 
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Cynthia Nixon has tried to fo¬ 
cus on her education advocacy. 


ous congressional primaries this 
year, but few female stars have 
even sought public office in recent 
decades. The actress Ashley Judd 
briefly considered a run in 2013 
against Senator Mitch McConnell 
of Kentucky, but never entered the 
race. Bess Myerson, who was the 
first Jewish Miss America and a 
television personality, later piv¬ 
oted to public service, but lost her 
bid for Senate in 1980. 

Shirley Temple Black ran for 
Congress in 1967, arguing that “it 
wouldn’t hurt to have a woman’s 
viewpoint.” 

She lost. 

Continued on Page A19 


NepaVs Grim Superstition , Known to Lead to a Death by Shame 



By JEFFREY GETTLEMAN 

TURMAKHAND, Nepal — Not 
long ago, in rural western Nepal, 
Gauri Kumari Bayak was the 
spark of her village. Her strong 
voice echoed across the fields as 
she husked corn. When she 
walked down the road at a brisk 
clip, off to lead classes on birth 
control, many admired her self- 
confidence. 

But last January, Ms. Bayak’s 
lifeless body was carried up the 
hill, a stream of mourners bawling 
behind her. Her remains were 
burned, her dresses given away. 
The little hut where she was pres¬ 
sured to sequester herself during 
her menstrual period — and 
where she died — was smashed 
apart, erasing the last mark of an¬ 
other young life lost to a deadly su¬ 
perstition. 

“I still can’t believe she’s not 
alive,” said Dambar Budha, her fa¬ 
ther-in-law, full of regret, sitting 
on a rock, staring off into the hills. 

In this corner of Nepal, deep in 
the Himalayas, women are ban¬ 
ished from their homes every 
month when they get their period. 
They are considered polluted, 
even toxic, and an oppressive re¬ 
gime has evolved around this ta¬ 
boo, including the construction of 
a separate hut for menstruating 
women to sleep in. Some of the 
spaces are as tiny as a closet, 


walls made of mud or rock, basi¬ 
cally menstruation foxholes. Ms. 
Bayak died from smoke inhalation 
in hers as she tried to keep warm 
by a small fire in the bitter Hima¬ 
layan winter. 

Each year, at least one woman 
or girl — often more — dies in 
these huts, from exposure to the 
cold, smoke inhalation or attacks 


by animals. Just this June, an¬ 
other young woman was found 
dead in a menstruation hut, bitten 
by a snake. Her family tried to 
cover up the death, the police said, 
by destroying the hut and quickly 
burying her body, but the authori¬ 
ties exhumed it and are investi¬ 
gating what happened. 

The practice is called chhau- 


padi (pronounced CHOW-pa- 
dee), from Nepali words that 
mean someone who bears an im¬ 
purity, and it has been going on for 
hundreds of years. But now, the 
Nepali government and advo¬ 
cates for women are trying to end 
it. Starting in August, for the first 
time, it will be a crime to force a 
Continued on Page A 6 



NEW YORK A17-19 

Slashing Marijuana Arrests 

Beginning Sept. 1, smoking marijuana 
in public will yield a ticket for those 
without criminal histories. PAGE A18 

Which Giuliani to Believe? 

New York’s former mayor is having a 
hard time keeping his stories straight, 
Jim Dwyer writes. PAGE A17 


INTERNATIONAL A4-9 

Canada Passes Marijuana Law 

Having passed the Senate, a law legaliz¬ 
ing marijuana for recreational use 
awaits formal approval and could create 
a billion-dollar industry. PAGE A4 

Roma in Italy Under Scrutiny 

Interior Minister Matteo Salvini called 
for a census of Roma people, evoking 
memories of fascist racial laws, page A9 


NATIONAL A10-16 

Words to Leave By 

Trust that inner voice. Bend toward the 
truth. Speak up. Some parting words for 
college graduates. page aio 


BUSINESS DAY Bl-9 

Tech Protest of Border Policy 

Microsoft workers posted an open letter 
asking the company to stop working 
with the immigration agency responsi¬ 
ble for family separations. PAGE Bl 

Tesla Chief Claims Sabotage 

Elon Musk said a worker broke into 
computer systems in an attempt to 
disrupt manufacturing. PAGE Bl 


SPORTSWEDNESDAY B10-15 

The Gastro Pub With a Past 

World Cup fans are gathering at the 
former home of the Sochi drug lab that 
corrupted the 2014 Games. PAGE B14 



FOOD Dl-8 

A Great Restaurant, Backstage 

The photographer James Estrin shad¬ 
owed the staff at the Craft restaurant of 
the chef Tom Colicchio, above. PAGE D4 

Artistic Wedding Dinners 

Her dress was O.K.; the meal was daz¬ 
zling. Couples are providing guests with 
food almost too pretty to eat. page di 


ARTS Cl-6 

Losing, and Gaining, Vision 

Bolder shapes, fewer colors: Artists 
describe new ways of seeing after en¬ 
during macular degeneration. PAGE Cl 

Humanizing Warhol 

A coming exhibition at the Whitney will 
offer a more intimate view of the artist 
than has ordinarily been seen. PAGE Cl 


EDITORIAL, OP-ED A22-23 

Frank Bruni page A23 


























































































